3i2	THE AGE OF REASON
the free movement of grain was followed, four months later,
by a batch of six edicts of a similar nature, the. chief being an
act to suppress the corvee (or forced labour for public works)
and another to take away from guilds the monopoly of trades
ajid crafts (February 1776). Briefly Turgot's view was that strict
economy on the part of the Government, and the removal of
all restraints upon trade, would permit France, a naturally rich
country with an industrious people, to recover its prosperity;
and in this view he was undoubtedly correct.
But alas! Turgot was not to be permitted to save France.
His economies aroused, naturally, the keenest opposition.
Marie Antoinette could not bear this Puritan Controller. Her
fttes, dances, masqued balls, and gaming (she gambled furi-
ously) grew more frequent than ever. Her horses, servants,
carriages, and the pensions for her ladies increased; and the
King (himself good, kind, simple-living) could not go on with
the unpleasant task of refusing to sign his wife's orders on
the Treasury. The queen, princes, princesses, corrupt officials,
disappointed pensioners, the greedy horde of courtiers and
hangers-on, tax-farmers whose commissions were lowered,
monopolists who hated the freedom of provincial trade, were
all intriguing against the Controller. The restored parlement
resisted Turgot's edicts and had to be compelled in a royal
lit de justice to give its unwilling registration. All this made
fearfully difficult the position of the industrious, conscientious
King, anxious to please everybody, and puzzled with all the
pressure brought to bear upon him against his Minister. Only
one thing could have saved the situation—if Louis, having
decided to have Turgot as Controller, had also decided just
blindly to support him, as George II supported Pitt, notwith-
standing anything that anyone else had to say. When influ-
ential people told George II that Wolfe was mad the stolid
monarch only replied, " I wish, then, he would bite some of
my other generals." The debonair Louis XVI, however,
though far more devoted to duty than George II, had not that
monarch's steadiness of purpose. On Sunday, May 12, 1776,
the royal letter of dismissal was conveyed by hand from the

